Michael Jai White

Actor. Director. Writer. Martla] Artist.

A highly trained martial artist and actor, Michael Ja1i White has broken barriers as a Hollywood star

and international box office sensation. With his dynamic personality, agile abilities
and physique of a bodybuilder, Michael has earned respect for

his versatile talents both on and off screen.
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In 2013 Michael achieved his 8th black belt from mentor and legendary L
undefeated kick-boxing champion, Bill “Superfoot” Wallace and was & .
honored by Black Belt Magazine as their 2014 Man of the Year. Continuing

the legacy of such greats as Bruce Lee, Jackie Chan, Chuck Norris and

Jean-Claude Van Damme, Michael is now the #1 martial arts action star in America.




Michael Jai White

his versatile talents both on and off screen.

Born November 10th in Brooklyn, New York, it was after '-?':'-'-f;:;
the martial arts began. At the tender age seven, Mlchael started
while growing up on the tough streets of Brooklyn. By-;qge eight W
where he studied the Shotokan and Kyokushin forms ofkarate :
from Bridgeport’s Central High School, Michael went 011 to furth
and then UConn. While winning multiple championships as a na'}""
Special Education teacher at Wilbur Cross Elementary School in Bridgeport.
Bitten by the acting bug in college, while teaching, Michael began auditioning for con :": - rclals and actlng élgs ﬁn

weekends and summer breaks. Michael landed the lead role of Tom Robinson in the "£~ . i:'Off-Broadway adaptatwn
of To Kill A Mockingbird, starring opposite Tony Award Winner George Grizzard. Sho @ gg'} after, Mlchael began |

]1'

landing jobs in commercials and guest starring roles on television shows and films; he eventually left teachmg

and moved to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career full-time.
Upon arriving in Los Angeles, Michael was offered the opportunity to star in several B-Level martial arts films,
but declined wanting to first establish himself as a dramatic actor. Before long, Michael would go on to guest star

on such hit television shows as Saved by the Bell, Martin, NYPD Blue, and CSI. Proving his acting ability, Michael

would soon be cast for the lead role of legendary boxer Mike Tyson in the HBO biopic Tyson which solidified

his legitimacy as a dramatic actor in Hollywood.

Michael was then cast to play the title character in the movie Spawn which came with the distinction of being,_%:_;f-': ,

the first black superhero in a major motion picture. As White cemented his Hollywood status as a bonafide m

action star, more diverse roles emerged that allowed him to showcase his physmal prowess as well as dlspla*

his on-screen charisma and comedic ability in such films as Exit Wounds, Undisputed 2, Silver Hawk, ﬁ

Blood & Bone, Black Dynamite and Tyler Perry’s Why Did I Get Married and Why D : [ Get | il
playing opposite Tasha Smith. The two would ignite such on-screen chemlstry, they would go on to star %

together in the long running OWN Network series, For Better or Worse.

Having proven himself as an actor, White would make his directorial debut with the action film
Never Back Down 2: The Beatdown, in which he also starred. Based on the cult film Black Dynamite whi'ch Whj_ite:_

created and starred, he would go on to write and produce the hit animated television series bearing the same name.

He would also win over audiences in a string of films, including Chain of Command, Chocolate City, Skin Trade,

and Falcon Rising. He also guest stars in the recurring role of Ben Turner / anze Tlger on the UPN serles Arrow.
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http://uptownmagazine.com/2016/01/jungle-love-michael-jai-whites-thai-wedding/
http://www.ebony.com/wellness-empowerment/getting-fit-with-michael-jai-white-975#axzz3yyL15JU2
http://variety.com/2015/film/news/afm-michael-jai-white-cops-and-robbers-1201632513/
http://www.jetmag.com/life/fit-friday-with-michael-jai-white/#.VrAPaDYipTM
https://youtu.be/zzXT1ORcFqE
http://www.avclub.com/article/michael-jai-white-martial-arts-heavy-makeup-and-st-219130
http://www.moviefone.com/2015/05/08/michael-jai-white-fight-scenes/
http://v103.cbslocal.com/2015/04/29/video-ginuwine-tyson-beckford-michael-jai-white-more-feed-fantasies-in-chocolate-city/
http://www.blackbeltmag.com/daily/traditional-martial-arts-training/kyokushin/the-kyokushin-karate-roots-of-michael-jai-white/
https://michael-jaiwhite.squarespace.com/s/Newsweek_MJW2.jpeg
http://www.vulture.com/2014/10/michael-jai-white-interview-black-dynamite-season-2.html
http://www.mtv.com/news/2603295/arrow-bronze-tiger-michael-jai-white-interview/
http://pix11.com/2014/09/19/michael-jai-white-talks-new-role-in-film-falcon-rising-martial-arts-and-more/
http://zap2it.com/2013/10/arrow-michael-jai-white-on-the-bronze-tiger/
http://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Street-tough-turned-Hollywood-star-Michael-Jai-2284290.php
http://www.digitaltrends.com/movies/michael-jai-white-finally-gets-his-own-action-movie-franchise/
http://www.businessinsider.com/watch-mortal-kombat-legacy-clip-featuring-michael-jai-white-as-jax-2011-4
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/11/23/tasha-smith-michael-jai-white-for-better-or-worse_n_1110649.html
http://colemanentertainmentgroup.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Michael-Jai-White-205192093010913/
https://twitter.com/MichaelJaiWhite
https://www.instagram.com/officialmichaeljai/
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